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come of any really creative effort or of devotion to any great
cause. A genuine revolution will release creative energies, as all
true revolutions have done in the past. The revolution-by-
arrangement ends in universal exhaustion. For in its artificial
combination offerees it includes irreconcilable elements.
Irreconcilable opposites were harnessed together in the
revolution of 1933, with the result not of mutual stimulation
but of mutual paralysis. In two respects the different outlooks
coincide, in the nationalist jargon indulged in by both partners,
and in their anti-Liberalism. But the anti-Liberalism is
drawn from different sources. For the Conservative-nationalist-
monarchist group Liberalism is the destroyer of all standards
with its critical analysis; for the revolutionaries, the National
Socialists, this IJberal disintegration was a mere half-measure;
their anti-Liberalism extended to thorough-going nihilism;
what they wanted, in the true spirit of Shigalev, was a tabula
rasa, complete liberation from the past, on which to build a
totalitarian despotism. The Conservative, national elements
thought they had created a political machine; what they had
really done was to deliver themselves up to a revolutionary
power whose creed was action for action's sake and whose
tactics were the destruction and undermining of all that is of
value in the existing order. A clique of revolutionary leaders
had made themselves masters of Geimany's future, and they
unscrupulously exhausted the nation's reserves as fuel for their
own "dynamic" course.
"Of all the evils of defeat, of all the consequences of the
Peace of Versailles, the most disastrous that could visit Germany
would be the loss of her civic liberties." So wrote the Italian
Malaparte in 1931. But his dictum does not give the full
measure of the evil. Worse still than the loss of civic liberties
is the destruction of the creative powers of a nation. The
deepest defect of our time is the complete unproductivity and
impotence of the conservative forces. Stahl, the Prussian